The European Workshop on Cognitive Neuropsychology takes place each year in Bressanone (Alto Adige, Italy) on the last week of January. The meeting, first conceived by Franco Denes and Carlo Semenza two decades ago, rapidly became the premier site for the presentation of authoritative summaries of current knowledge in neuropsychology and of the most exciting new results. Above all, Bressanone was and is a discussion meeting in which most of the serious work is accomplished outside of the plenary sessions. Poster presentations, with formal discussion thereof, are always a highlight of the workshop and allow younger researchers in particular to participate actively in the meeting.
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With the encouragement of Sergio Della Sala, the new editor of Cortex, we decided to make more widely available a selection of short papers based upon some of the best posters presented in 2001 at the nineteenth workshop. This association between the Bressanone workshop and Cortex seems highly appropriate given that the Milan group who founded the journal, including Ennio de Renzi who was managing editor and then editor-in-chief from 1964 to 2000, played such a large role in the modern European revival of cognitive neuropsychology. The papers in this special issue cover a wide range of topics, including language, praxis, spatial attention, colour, mental imagery, and memory, and were submitted from many different centres in France, Italy, Germany, and the UK. We hope that these papers will inaugurate a tradition of publishing the most interesting Bressanone poster presentations in Cortex.
